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alphabet The basic elements in a system which combine to form complex entities.
The first letter of the alphabet.

ascribe Regard something as being due to (a cause.
Tough mindedness is a quality commonly ascribed to top bosses.

concordance Make a concordance of a text.
A concordance to the Bible.

confidence A secret or private matter told to someone under a condition of trust.
He had gained the young man s confidence.

derivative Originating from, based on, or influenced by.
Equity based derivative products.

dictionary

A book or electronic resource that lists the words of a language (typically
in alphabetical order) and gives their meaning, or gives the equivalent
words in a different language, often also providing information about
pronunciation, origin, and usage.
I ll look up love in the dictionary.

diphthong A digraph representing the sound of a diphthong or single vowel as in feat.

encyclopedia A book or set of books giving information on many subjects or on many
aspects of one subject and typically arranged alphabetically.

etymology The origin of a word and the historical development of its meaning.
The etymology of the word devil.

grammar A grammar school.
The grammar of wine.

grammarian A person who studies and writes about grammar.

homonym Two words are homonyms if they are pronounced or spelled the same way
but have different meanings.

indent The space left between the margin and the start of an indented line.
Type a paragraph of text and indent the first line.
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indentation The action of indenting or the state of being indented.
Coastal indentations.

lexicographer A person who compiles dictionaries.

lexicography
The act of writing dictionaries.
Webster s name had become famous before he embarked on his career in
lexicography.

lexicon A language user’s knowledge of words.
A Greek Latin lexicon.

orthography
The study of spelling and how letters combine to represent sounds and
form words.
A spoken language which has as yet no sanctioned orthography.

paragraph Write about in a paragraph.
The information set out in paragraph 3.

parse Analyse (a string or text) into logical syntactic components.
A failed parse was retried.

persuasion A belief or set of beliefs, especially religious or political ones.
Monica needed plenty of persuasion before she actually left.

pronunciation The way in which a word is pronounced.
They are always correcting my pronunciation.

reliable A reliable person or thing.
The supporting cast includes old reliables like Mitchell.

rhetoric
Language designed to have a persuasive or impressive effect, but which is
often regarded as lacking in sincerity or meaningful content.
He is using a common figure of rhetoric hyperbole.

sentence Pronounce a sentence on somebody in a court of law.
He always spoke in grammatical sentences.

spelling A person’s ability to spell words.
The books and spelling in my class were too simple.

syntax The branch of linguistics that deals with syntax.
Generative syntax.

vocabulary The body of words used in a particular language.
He had a wide vocabulary.

vowel A letter of the alphabet standing for a spoken vowel.

word A word is a string of bits stored in computer memory.
In court it would have been his word against mine.
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