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aftershock A tremor (or one of a series of tremors) occurring after the main shock of
an earthquake.

avalanche Undergo a rapid increase in conductivity due to an avalanche process.
An avalanche of mud.

calamitous
(of events) having extremely unfortunate or dire consequences; bringing
ruin.
A calamitous defeat.

catastrophic Relating to geological catastrophism.
Catastrophic illness.

conflagration
A very intense and uncontrolled fire.
Tinder dry conditions sparked fears of a conflagration in many drought
devastated communities.

crushing Forceful prevention; putting down by power or authority.
Bone crushing.

damage Inflict damage upon.
The car was badly damaged in the accident.

deadly (of a disease) having a rapid course and violent effect.
A series of deadly attacks.

destructive Causing destruction or much damage.
Destructive criticism.

detrimental (sometimes followed by `to’) causing harm or injury.
Moving her could have a detrimental effect on her health.

devastate Cause (someone) severe and overwhelming shock or grief.
She was devastated by the loss of Damian.

earthquake
Shaking and vibration at the surface of the earth resulting from
underground movement along a fault plane of from volcanic activity.
A political earthquake.
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epicenter The point on the Earth’s surface directly above the focus of an earthquake.

fatal Having momentous consequences; of decisive importance- Saturday Rev.
A fatal accident.

harmful Causing or capable of causing harm.
Too much sun is harmful to the skin.

hazard An obstacle on a golf course.
He hazarded a guess.

incapacitate Deprive (someone) of their legal capacity.
He was incapacitated by a heart attack.

injurious (of language) maliciously insulting; libellous.
Food which is injurious to health.

landslide An overwhelming electoral victory.
The road was blocked by a landslide.

lethal Of an instrument of certain death.
A lethal cocktail of drink and pills.

mortal
A person contrasted with others regarded as being of higher status or
ability.
The coffin held the mortal remains of her uncle.

pernicious Exceedingly harmful.
The pernicious influences of the mass media.

ruinous Extremely harmful; bringing physical or financial ruin.
The castle is ruinous.

seismograph An instrument that measures and records details of earthquakes, such as
force and duration.

slayer Someone who kills a person or animal in a violent way.
A dragon slayer.

stifling
(of heat, air, or a room) very hot and causing difficulties in breathing;
suffocating.
Stifling heat.

suppression
The absence or non-development of a part or organ that is normally
present.
The suppression of heresy.

toxicity Grave harmfulness or deadliness.
She went public with allegations of workplace toxicity and sexism.
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tsunami
An arrival or occurrence of something in overwhelming quantities or
amounts.
A tsunami of data pours into the CNBC newsroom every minute of every
trading day.

withering Making light of- W.S.Gilbert.
Protective cover to escape withering heat.
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