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arpeggio The notes of a chord played in rapid succession, either ascending or
descending.

atonal
Characterized by avoidance of traditional western tonality.
Atonal music may be written by obscuring tonal structures or by ignoring
conventional harmonies altogether.

ballad
A poem or song narrating a story in short stanzas Traditional ballads are
typically of unknown authorship having been passed on orally from one
generation to the next.

chord Play sing or arrange notes in chords.
The entire swing session is masterfully chorded by the Duke on piano.

choreograph Compose a sequence of dance steps, often to music.
Balanchine choreographed many pieces to Stravinsky s music.

chromatic Of an instrument able to play all the notes of the chromatic scale.
A chromatic scale.

clef A musical notation written on a staff indicating the pitch of the notes
following it.

dancing The activity of dancing for pleasure or in order to entertain others.
A dancing class.

decibel
A unit used to measure the intensity of a sound or the power level of an
electrical signal by comparing it with a given level on a logarithmic scale.
His voice went up several decibels.

descant Sing in descant.
I hear the wood thrush piping one mellow descant more.

diatonic Of a melody or harmony constructed from a diatonic scale.

euphony The tendency to make phonetic change for ease of pronunciation.
The poet put euphony before mere factuality.
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guitar A stringed instrument usually having six strings; played by strumming or
plucking.

harmony The quality of forming a pleasing and consistent whole.
The piece owes its air of tranquillity largely to the harmony.

mazurka Music composed for dancing the mazurka.

melody The principal part in harmonized music.
He picked out an intricate melody on his guitar.

music The art or science of composing or performing music.
Couples were dancing to the music.

octave Each of the two notes at the extremes of an octave.

pop Like a pop or with a pop.
Another thought popped into my mind.

rhythm The basic rhythmic unit in a piece of music.
Ruth listened to the rhythm of his breathing.

rust Any of various fungi causing rust disease in plants.
The steady dripping of water rusted the metal stopper in the sink.

sing Sing in accompaniment to a song or piece of music.
A stinging slap that made my ear sing.

soprano A part written for a soprano voice.
A good soprano voice.

tenor A singer with a tenor voice.
The Serenade for tenor horn and strings.

timbre
The distinctive property of a complex sound (a voice or noise or musical
sound.
You must demonstrate your moral timbre as a human being.

tonal
Having tonality i e tones and chords organized in relation to one tone such
as a keynote or tonic.
His ear for tonal colour.

tonality The harmonic effect of being in a particular key.
The sonata is noteworthy for its extensive variations of mood and tonality.

tone A steady sound without overtones.
The Beijing dialect uses four tones.

treble Sing treble.
The fish were caught with large treble hooks.

tremolo A mechanism in an organ producing a tremolo effect.
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