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abbess A woman who is the head of an abbey of nuns.
abbey A church that was formerly an abbey.
abbot A man who is the head of an abbey of monks.

archdeacon (Anglican Church) an ecclesiastical dignitary usually ranking just below a
bishop.

augustinian A Roman Catholic friar or monk belonging to one of the Augustinian
monastic orders.

bishop
A chess piece typically with its top shaped like a mitre that can move in any
direction along a diagonal on which it stands Each player starts the game
with two bishops one moving on white squares and the other on black.

buddhism A religion represented by the many groups (especially in Asia) that profess
various forms of the Buddhist doctrine and that venerate Buddha.

buddhist Of or relating to or supporting Buddhism.

canon
A rule or especially body of rules or principles generally established as valid
and fundamental in a field of art or philosophy.
Canons of polite society.

cathedral The principal Christian church building of a bishop’s diocese.
St Paul's Cathedral.

catholic Free from provincial prejudices or attachments.
Her tastes are pretty catholic.

christian Relating to or characteristic of Christianity.

cloister Surround with a cloister.
She cloistered herself in the office.

congregation A group of people assembled for religious worship.
Large congregations of birds may cause public harm.
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defrock
Divest of the frock; of church officials.
The Supreme Court found him in contempt of the tribunal and defrocked
him as an appeals court judge.

gothic Of or relating to the Goths.
Gothic novels like Frankenstein.

holy (of a person) devoted to the service of God.
Saints and holy men.

minster
Any of certain cathedrals and large churches; originally connected to a
monastery.
York Minster.

monastery The residence of a religious community.

monastic A monk or other follower of a monastic rule.
She set her things round the monastic student bedroom.

monk A male religious living in a cloister and devoting himself to contemplation
and prayer and work.

pagoda An ornamental imitation of a Hindu or Buddhist pagoda.

pastor Be pastor of a church or congregation.
He continued to study law while pastoring in Chelsea.

priest
Ordain to the priesthood.
The plays were performed within the sacred area of Dionysus in the
presence of his priest.

priory Religious residence in a monastery governed by a prior or a convent
governed by a prioress.

rector (in the Roman Catholic Church) a priest in charge of a church or of a
religious institution.

religion A particular system of faith and worship.
The world s great religions.

saint
Declare a dead person to be a saint.
The sandy shores of the River Nid where Holy Olaf s bones were laid to rest
before he had been sainted.

shrine Enshrine.
A Hindu shrine at which offerings are placed twice a day.

temple A thing regarded as holy or likened to a temple especially a person s body.
The veins in his temple throbbed.
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