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aftershock A tremor (or one of a series of tremors) occurring after the main shock of
an earthquake.

avalanche Engulf or carry off by an avalanche.
The climbers were avalanched down the south face of the mountain.

calamitous Involving calamity; catastrophic or disastrous.
A calamitous defeat.

catastrophic Relating to geological catastrophism.
A catastrophic earthquake.

conflagration
A very intense and uncontrolled fire.
Tinder dry conditions sparked fears of a conflagration in many drought
devastated communities.

crushing Causing overwhelming disappointment or embarrassment.
Bone crushing.

damage Inflict damage upon.
The scandal could seriously damage his career.

deadly Involving loss of divine grace or spiritual death.
A deadly serious remark.

destructive Causing destruction or much damage.
The destructive power of weapons.

detrimental Tending to cause harm.
Moving her could have a detrimental effect on her health.

devastate Overwhelm or overpower.
He was devastated by his grief when his son died.

earthquake
Shaking and vibration at the surface of the earth resulting from
underground movement along a fault plane of from volcanic activity.
A political earthquake.

epicenter The point on the Earth’s surface directly above the focus of an earthquake.
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fatal Having extremely unfortunate or dire consequences; bringing ruin.
A fatal accident.

harmful Causing or likely to cause harm.
Sugars which can be harmful to the teeth.

hazard The pocketing of the cue ball off another ball.
He hazarded a guess.

incapacitate Make unable to perform a certain action.
He was incapacitated by a heart attack.

injurious Causing or likely to cause damage or harm.
Food which is injurious to health.

landslide A slide of a large mass of dirt and rock down a mountain or cliff.
The road was blocked by a landslide.

lethal (in a sporting context) very accurate or skilful.
A lethal injection.

mortal Subject to death.
A mortal illness.

pernicious Working or spreading in a hidden and usually injurious way.
The pernicious influences of the mass media.

ruinous Costing far more than can be afforded.
The cost of their ransom might be ruinous.

seismograph An instrument that measures and records details of earthquakes, such as
force and duration.

slayer Someone who kills a person or animal in a violent way.
A dragon slayer.

stifling Forceful prevention; putting down by power or authority.
Stifling heat.

suppression The conscious exclusion of unacceptable thoughts or desires.
The suppression of heresy.

toxicity The degree to which something is poisonous.
That was how I protected my partner from my family s toxicity.

tsunami
A long, high sea wave caused by an earthquake or other disturbance.
A tsunami of data pours into the CNBC newsroom every minute of every
trading day.

withering (of heat) intense; scorching.
The guns opened a withering fire.
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