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In reverse of the usual direction or order.

backwards A step backwards for the economy.
Add a flaw or blemish to make imperfect or defective.
blemish The offences were an uncharacteristic blemish on an otherwise clean
record.
co Deprive of by deceit.
— The Charter is a glossy public relations con.
damage Suffer or be susceptible to damage.
g Bombing caused extensive damage to the town.
. (sometimes followed by "to’) causing harm or injury.
damaging Damaging allegations of corruption.
Spoil the surface or appearance of (something), for example by
deface drawing or writing on it.
He defaced library books.
defect An imperfection in a bodily system.
That interpretation is an unfortunate defect of our lack of information.
deficienc A failing or shortcoming.
y A budget deficiency of 96 billion.
demerit A fault or disadvantage.
Ten demerits and he loses his privileges.
disadvantage Put at a disadvantage hinder harm.
g Situations of serious social and economic disadvantage.
. g Spoil the appearance of.
disfigure Litter disfigures the countryside.
drawback An amount of excise or import duty remitted on goods exported.

He pointed out all the drawbacks to my plan.
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A misconception resulting from incorrect information.

error Goods dispatched to your branch in error.
failing Failure to ljeach a n‘linimum' req}lired p.e-rformance.
He was quick to point out his wife s failings.
fault Of a rock formation be broken by a fault or faults.
o He studied the faulting of the earth s crust.
flaw Add a flaw or blemish to make imperfect or defective.
A flaw caused the crystal to shatter.
Tawed  Hoingsbemshorfa
harm Causg or do harm to.
Smoking when pregnant can harm your baby.
. Lack of an adequate quantity or number.
inadequacy Her feelings of personal inadequacy.
injury An act tha}t causes someone or something to receive physical damage.
An ankle injury.
insufficiency The inab%lity of an organ to perfqrm its normal function.
Insufficiency of adequate housing.
misconceive Interpret in th.e wrong way. ' .
Some academic latinists did misconceive Pound s poem in that way.
misunderstandin A disagreement or quarrel.

There must have been some kind of misunderstanding.
neurotoxin A poison which acts on the nervous system.

Engage in fussy or pedantic fault-finding.
The state is nitpicking about minor administrative matters.

A state of difficulty that needs to be resolved.
What s the problem.

A fault or failure to meet a certain standard, typically in a person’s
shortcoming character, a plan, or a system.
He is so forthright about his shortcomings it s hard to chastise him.

So as to occupy a job or position at the same level as one previously
sideways held rather than be promoted or demoted.
The lorry slid sideways across the road.

Not compelled or constrained.
A voice with a pleasingly unforced quality.

The highest or uppermost side of anything.
Being self employed has its upside.

nitpick

problem

unforced

upside
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