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altruism The quality of unselfish concern for the welfare of others.
Reciprocal altruism.

benefaction An act intending or showing kindness and good will.
An exceptional benefaction.

benevolence An inclination to do kind or charitable acts.

caring
The work or practice of looking after those unable to care for
themselves, especially on account of age or illness.
Caring friends.

compassionate Showing or having compassion.
I allowed him to go home on compassionate grounds.

condolence An expression of sympathy with another’s grief.
They sent their condolences.

considerateness Kind and considerate regard for others.

empathize Understand and share the feelings of another.
Counsellors need to be able to empathize with people.

empathy Understanding and entering into another’s feelings.

forgiving Inclined or able to forgive and show mercy.
A kindly forgiving nature.

generosity Acting generously.
I was overwhelmed by the generosity of friends and neighbours.

goodwill The friendly hope that something will succeed.
A goodwill gesture.

kindness A kind act.
It would be a kindness on your part to invite her.

loving Enjoying the specified activity or thing.
Loving glances.
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mawkish Sentimental in an exaggerated or false way.
The mawkish smell of warm beer.

melodrama Behaviour or events that resemble melodrama.
What little is known of his early life is cloaked in melodrama.

merciful
(of an event) coming as a mercy; bringing someone relief from
something unpleasant.
A merciful god.

pathetic Relating to the emotions.
He s a pathetic excuse for a man.

pathos A feeling of sympathy and sorrow for the misfortunes of others.
The film captured all the pathos of their situation.

pity Share the suffering of.
It s a pity he couldn t do it.

regretful
Feeling or expressing regret or sorrow or a sense of loss over something
done or undone.
He sounded regretful but pointed out that he had committed himself.

regrettable (of conduct or an event) giving rise to regret; undesirable; unwelcome.
The loss of this number of jobs is regrettable.

ruth
A book of the Old Testament that tells the story of Ruth who was not an
Israelite but who married an Israelite and who stayed with her mother-
in-law Naomi after her husband died.

sadness The quality of excessive mournfulness and uncheerfulness.
A source of great sadness.

selflessness The quality of unselfish concern for the welfare of others.
A noble act of selflessness.

sentimentality Exaggerated and self-indulgent tenderness, sadness, or nostalgia.
There are passages which verge on sentimentality.

sympathetic Evoking empathic or sympathetic feelings.
Hubbell is a more sympathetic character.

sympathy Sharing the feelings of others (especially feelings of sorrow or anguish.
The magnetic field oscillates in sympathy.

telepathy Apparent communication from one mind to another without using
sensory perceptions.

understanding
Characterized by understanding based on comprehension and
discernment and empathy.
A kind and understanding man.
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