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abject Of the most contemptible kind.
An abject apology.

calibre The quality of someone’s character or the level of their ability.
Educational facilities of a very high calibre.

deficient Insufficient or inadequate.
The documentary evidence is deficient.

disadvantaged
Marked by deprivation especially of the necessities of life or healthful
environmental influences.
Disadvantaged groups such as the unemployed.

hapless Deserving or inciting pity.
A hapless victim.

inadequate Lacking the quality or quantity required; insufficient for a purpose.
A sad solitary inadequate man.

inauspicious Not auspicious; boding ill.
This is the inauspicious star of disaster.

indigent Poor; needy.
A charity for the relief of indigent artists.

lacking Inadequate in amount or degree.
Adequate resources are sadly lacking.

meager Deficient in amount or quality or extent.
Meager resources.

meagerly Deficient in amount or quality or extent.
These voices are meagerly represented at the conference.

measly Ridiculously small or few.
Three measly votes.

minus A disadvantage.
Minus or negative factors.
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miserable Miserly.
Their happiness made Anne feel even more miserable.

needy Needy people collectively.
The provision of humanitarian assistance to the needy.

paltry Not worth considering.
Naval glory struck him as paltry.

pathetic Deserving or inciting pity- Galsworthy.
She looked so pathetic that I bent down to comfort her.

pauper A poor person who may bring a legal action without payment of costs.
He died a pauper.

piteous Deserving or inciting pity- Galsworthy.
A piteous cry.

pitiable Deserving or inciting pity- Galsworthy.
The men were in a pitiable condition.

pitiful Compassionate.
A pitiful attempt to impress her.

scanty (of clothing) revealing the body.
The women looked cold in their scanty bodices.

scarce Scarcely.
Fresh vegetables were scarce during the drought.

substandard Falling short of some prescribed norm.
Substandard spellings.

undermanned Inadequate in number of workers or assistants etc.

undersized Of less than the usual size.
The undersized cubs may not survive the winter.

unfortunate A person who suffers bad fortune.
An unfortunate decision.

unlucky Marked by or promising bad fortune- W.H.Prescott.
The visitors were unlucky to have a goal disallowed.

wanting Not existing; absent.
Mandibles are wanting in many of these insects.

wretched Characterized by physical misery.
She disliked the wretched man intensely.
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