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abstruse
Difficult to penetrate; incomprehensible to one of ordinary understanding
or knowledge.
An abstruse philosophical inquiry.

arcane Understood by few; mysterious or secret.
The arcane science of dowsing.

baffle
A device used to restrain the flow of a fluid, gas, etc. or to prevent the
spreading of sound or light in a particular direction.
An unexplained occurrence that baffled everyone.

confound Overthrow (an enemy.
He was forever confounding managerialism with idealism.

conundrum A difficult problem.
One of the most difficult conundrums for the experts.

convoluted Highly complex or intricate and occasionally devious.
Convoluted legal language.

crossword
A puzzle in which words corresponding to numbered clues are to be found
and written in to squares in the puzzle.
She settled down to do the crossword.

cryptic Having a secret or hidden meaning- John Gunther.
Cryptic writings.

cryptogram A piece of writing in code or cipher.

enigma A difficult problem.
Madeleine was still an enigma to him.

enigmatic Not clear to the understanding.
He took the money with an enigmatic smile.

esoteric
Intended for or likely to be understood by only a small number of people
with a specialized knowledge or interest.
Esoteric philosophical debates.
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esoterica Secrets known only to an initiated minority.
A professor of such esoterica as angelology and comparative shamanism.

inexplicable Unable to be explained or accounted for.
For some inexplicable reason her mind went completely blank.

jigsaw
A puzzle consisting of a picture printed on cardboard or wood and cut into
various pieces of different shapes that have to be fitted together.
Help the police put all the pieces of the jigsaw together.

labyrinthine (of a network) like a labyrinth; irregular and twisting.
Labyrinthine streets and alleys.

maze Something jumbled or confused.
The house has a maze and a walled Italian garden.

memento A reminder of past events.
You can purchase a memento of your visit.

mysterious (of a location) having an atmosphere of strangeness or secrecy.
His colleague had vanished in mysterious circumstances.

mystery Something that baffles understanding and cannot be explained.
Much of her past is shrouded in mystery.

puzzling Lacking clarity of meaning; causing confusion or perplexity.
A puzzling statement.

rebus
A puzzle in which words are represented by combinations of pictures and
individual letters; for instance, apex might be represented by a picture of
an ape followed by a letter X.

recondite
Difficult to penetrate; incomprehensible to one of ordinary understanding
or knowledge.
Some recondite problem in historiography.

riddle Speak in or pose riddles.
He who knows not how to riddle.

secret Given in confidence or in secret.
A secret bride.

sibylline Having a secret or hidden meaning.
His fascinating if sometimes sibylline meditations on the nation.

solve Find the solution to (a problem or question) or understand the meaning of.
Solve an equation.

trivia Something of small importance.
We fill our days with meaningless trivia.

unfathomable Of depth; not capable of being sounded or measured.
Her grey eyes were dark with some unfathomable emotion.
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unsolved Not solved.
An unsolved mystery.
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