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anachronism
Something located at a time when it could not have existed or occurred.
The town is a throwback to medieval times an anachronism that has
survived the passing years.

backslide Drop to a lower level, as in one’s morals or standards.
There are many things that can cause slimmers to backslide.

backward Lacking the confidence to do (something.
He was not backward in displaying his talents.

backwards (of a movement) in the direction of one’s back.
A step backwards for the economy.

behind
A kick that sends the ball over a behind line or a touch that sends it
between the inner posts scoring one point.
Behind by two points.

degeneracy The state of being degenerate in mental or moral qualities.
The degeneracy of later Roman work.

degeneration
The state or process of being or becoming degenerate; decline or
deterioration.
Degeneration of the muscle fibres.

discontinuity
Lack of connection or continuity.
There is no significant discontinuity between modern and primitive
societies.

dorsal Facing away from the axis of an organ or organism.
The dorsal aorta.

inverse
Something inverted in sequence or character or effect.
Numerous studies have shown an inverse relationship between exercise
and the risk of heart disease.

later At or toward an end or late period or stage of development.
Later medical science could have saved the child.
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past A past tense or form of a verb.
A simple past of the first conjugation.

posterior A person’s buttocks.
A date posterior to the first Reform Bill.

posthumous Occurring, awarded, or appearing after the death of the originator.
Newton was the posthumous son of an illiterate yeoman.

regress
Calculate the coefficient or coefficients of regression of a variable against
or on another variable.
A regress to the nursery.

regression A return to a former or less developed state.
There was 46 7 per cent complete regression in the placebo group.

regressive Adjusted so that the rate decreases as the amount of income increases.
Indirect taxes are as a group regressive.

relapse (of a sick or injured person) deteriorate after a period of improvement.
He relapsed.

restoration
The restoration of the Bourbon monarchy in France in 1814 following the
fall of Napoleon Louis XVIII was recalled from exile by Talleyrand.
The restoration of Andrew s sight.

retrace Trace (something) back to its source or beginning.
I wanted to retrace a particular evolutionary pathway.

retreat Make a retreat from an earlier commitment or activity.
After the funeral he retreated to Scotland.

retroactive (especially of legislation) taking effect from a date in the past.
Retroactive tax increase.

retrograde Show retrograde motion.
The retrograde form of these inscriptions.

retrogression Passing from a more complex to a simpler biological form.
A retrogression to 19th century attitudes.

retrospect Contemplation of things past.
In retrospect.

retrospective
An exhibition or compilation showing the development of an artist’s work
over a period of time.
Retrospective pay awards.

return A good rate of return.
It might be worth checking with the box office for returns.

reversion A property to which someone has the right of reversion.
A problem applicable to most variegated plants is that of reversion.
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revert Return to (a previous state, practice, topic, etc.
He ignored her words by reverting to the former subject.

throwback A reversion to an earlier ancestral characteristic.
A lot of his work is a throwback to the fifties.
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