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alphabet The elementary stages of any subject (usually plural.
A phonetic alphabet.

augury An event that is experienced as indicating important things to come.
They heard the sound as an augury of death.

baleful Deadly or sinister.
The Florida eagles have a fierce baleful look.

baneful Harmful or destructive.
The baneful effects of envy and jealousy.

boding A feeling of evil to come.
A steadily escalating sense of foreboding.

etymology The study of the sources and development of words.
The etymology of the word devil.

forbidding Harshly uninviting or formidable in manner or appearance.
Forbidding thunderclouds.

foreboding A feeling of evil to come.
When the Doctor spoke his voice was dark and foreboding.

grammar A grammar school.
Chomskyan grammar.

grammarian A person who studies and writes about grammar.

inauspicious Not auspicious; boding ill.
Following this inauspicious start the British outnumbered withdrew.

menacing Suggesting the presence of danger; threatening.
Our officers encountered menacing looks from teenagers.

minatory Expressing or conveying a threat.
He is unlikely to be deterred by minatory finger wagging.

nefarious (typically of an action or activity) wicked or criminal.
The nefarious activities of the organized crime syndicates.
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omen Indicate as with a sign or an omen.
The ghost s appearance was an ill omen.

ominous Presaging ill fortune.
There were ominous dark clouds gathering overhead.

orthography The conventional spelling system of a language.
A spoken language which has as yet no sanctioned orthography.

parse An act of parsing a string or a text.
A user question input is parsed into an internal conceptual representation.

portent A sign of something about to happen.
Many birds are regarded as being portents of death.

presentiment An intuitive feeling about the future, especially one of foreboding.
The lawyer had a presentiment that the judge would dismiss the case.

spelling A person’s ability to spell words.
The books and spelling in my class were too simple.

syntax The branch of linguistics that deals with syntax.
The syntax of English.

threatening Threatening or foreshadowing evil or tragic developments.
Her mother had received a threatening letter.

typo A typographical error.

unpleasant (of a person or their manner) unfriendly and inconsiderate; rude.
The symptoms are extremely unpleasant.

unpropitious
(of a circumstance) not giving or indicating a good chance of success;
unfavourable.
His reports were submitted at a financially unpropitious time.

villainous Extremely bad or unpleasant.
A villainous smell.

vocabulary A language user’s knowledge of words.
He had a wide vocabulary.

vowel A letter representing a vowel sound such as a e i o u.

wicked Having committed unrighteous acts.
A wicked and unscrupulous politician.
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