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abase Cause to feel shame; hurt the pride of.
I watched my colleagues abasing themselves before the board of trustees.

adulterate Mixed with impurities.
The brewer is said to adulterate his beer.

andiron
A metal stand, typically one of a pair, for supporting wood burning in a
fireplace.
The andirons were too hot to touch.

base Of low birth or station base is archaic in this sense.
The attack wiped out our forward bases.

belittle Express a negative opinion of.
Don t belittle your colleagues.

below Below deck.
See below.

beneath Extending or directly underneath something.
Upper layers can be removed to reveal internal parts beneath.

bottom Situated at the bottom or lowest position.
The liner plunged to the bottom of the sea.

condescend Behave in a patronizing and condescending manner.
Take care not to condescend to your reader.

debase
Corrupt debase or make impure by adding a foreign or inferior substance
often by replacing valuable ingredients with inferior ones.
The love episodes debase the dignity of the drama.

decrease Decrease in size extent or range.
The amount of homework decreased towards the end of the semester.

degrade Lower the grade of something; reduce its worth.
When exposed to light the materials will degrade.
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demoralize Cause (someone) to lose confidence or hope.
The boss s behavior demoralized everyone in the office.

demote Assign to a lower position; reduce in rank.
The head of the army was demoted to deputy defence secretary.

descending (of sound) becoming lower in pitch.
A passage of descending chords.

down Used as a command to a person or animal to sit or lie down.
The stock market is down today.

downgrade A downward gradient on a railway or road.
Downgrades by debt rating agencies outnumber upgrades by five to one.

hidden Not accessible to view.
Hidden valleys.

irreducible Not able to be reduced or simplified.
Literature is often irreducible to normative ideas.

low A low level or position or degree.
The dual traditions of high and low art.

lower In or into a lower position.
Lower expectations.

minimize Represent or estimate at less than the true value or importance.
The aim is to minimize costs.

mortify (of flesh) be affected by gangrene or necrosis.
Mortify the flesh.

nether Located below or beneath something else.
Gnawed his nether lip.

reduce Reduce in scope while retaining essential elements.
He reduces unimaginable statistics to manageable proportions.

submergence The process or state of being submerged in or covered with water.
Politicians may be blamed for submergence of principle.

subnormal Not meeting standards or reaching a level regarded as usual.
Subnormal intelligence.

substrate The substance on which an enzyme acts.
Brachiopods attached to the substrate by a stalk.

underneath Partly or wholly concealed by a garment.
A wart on the underneath of his foot.

underside The lower side of anything.
The butterfly s wings have a mottled brown pattern on the underside.
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